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A Message from our Principal 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Greetings to all! 
 
As this calendar year comes to an end and we look with great anticipation to a 
new year, we are pleased at the progress we are making in our classes as well as 
our extra-curricular activities.  
 
During the month of December, we experienced our S.T.E.M./Robotics Night as 
well as the Hour of Code, where students made soccer goal keepers from Legos 

and animated them with a computer program, pulleys and 
motors. During the Hour students learned and developed 
their computer science skills by practicing algorithms through 
game-based learning. Parents participated with their children 
and were very impressed! 
 
Aside from other building-based initiatives, our Grade 3 
Groovin’ Geckos thrilled a full audience with their wonderful 
vocal renditions at a Board of Education Meeting. 
 
Looking ahead, January will continue to be challenging, rigor-
ous and exciting! Our students in the New Jersey Orators will 
be participating in a M.L. King Remembrance Celebration on 
January 12, at 6:30PM at Grandview.  Furthermore there will 
be a “Chat & Chew” with the Principal at 6:30 on January19. I 
encourage all parents to attend so that your concerns can be 
heard as well as allowing me an opportunity to share with you 
updates regarding initiatives at our school.  In addition, on 
January 29 at 6:30, we will be offering S.T.E.M./Robotics Night 
for Grade 2. 
 
In closing, I want to thank you for all of your support. Also, 
enjoy the winter recess with your families and I look forward 
to seeing you in the New Year. Please feel free to contact me 
if I can assist you in any way. My door is always open.  Until I 
see you, please be safe and be well. 
 
Sincerely, 
William F. Baskerville, Jr. 
Principal  

Important Dates: 

 12/3—3rd Grade S.T.E.M/Robotics Night

– 6:30pm 

 12/4—Father Daughter Dance– 7:00pm 

 12/7— Kindergarten Teddy Bear Program  

 12/10—3rd Grade S.T.E.M/Robotics 

Night– 6:30pm 

 12/14-12/18—Holiday Shop 

 12/18—Grade 2 & 3—PHS Chamber Or-

chestra—9:30am  

 12/21—Pajama Day 

 12/24-1/1—Schools Closed: Winter 

Break   
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Gecko Updates 

 

Student Spotlight  
Carla’s  Surprise  

 What a day today!  Carla kicked her seat while trying to sit down.  “Why is school so long?” said Carla’s best friend 

Jamie. “Ok class, let’s go over your homework.”  said Mr. Javier.  “If he says no homework tonight, he will make my day.”  I 

whispered to Jamie.  Jamie put up the quiet sign like she was trying to get me in trouble.  Mr. Javier walked over to me and 

said, “if you have to talk, it should be to the whole class.”  I was so embarrassed. I said it again out loud “If Mr. Javier says no 

homework, he will make my day.”  Everyone laughed.  I got scared, ran to my seat and saw Mr. Javier give Jamie a big fairy 

Sticker for putting up the quiet sign.  That was my favorite sticker.   

 I was so happy it was time to go home.   My mom didn’t show up until later and apologized for being stuck in traffic. 

“I told Mr. Javier to tell you that I was going to be late” my mom said.  Of course he did not tell me. I was not a very big fan of 

Mr. Javier.  “Mom, I got a misbehaving sheet again.”  She made a very mean face. “You have to start behaving or you will not 

be anything in life.”  She said.  “I know you tell me that all the time.”  I said.  I could see that she meant business.  The next 

day was Halloween.  “Yeah, I cheered; I’m going to get a costume!”  Just then I hear “No you are not, you have not been be-

having so you will not dress up this year.”  said mom.  I told mom that I would look like a complete fool if I’m the only one 

without a costume.  “You can go as Carla girl.”  Mom said.  I guess I would have to fake being sick and try to stay home. 

  The next day at school I acted like I was sick and Mr. Javier believed me.  My dad picked me up.  When I got home 

my dad took my temperature.  I held the thermometer up to the lamp to heat it up when he wasn’t looking and I started 

coughing.  Oh my 99.9 you have to stay home for a while.  Then I smiled with happiness.  My dad made me my favorite soup, 

chicken noodle.  My mom walked into my room with dad watching her. “Mr. Javier called me and said you weren’t at school 

today what happened? “ Dad answered the question for me.  How did he know what I was going to say?  Is he psychic or 

something? “She wasn’t feeling well” my dad replied.  Then My Mom said “I’m going to take your temperature again Carla.” 

“No, No dad already took my temperature so No, No, No.” But she did it anyway. This time she did not look away so I could 

not hold the thermometer up to lamp. So I said “Look aliens from another planet “but she was too smart to believe me. 

“Your temperature is 97.1 you are really, really fine Carla”. Then she drove me back to school. I went straight to my class-

room and all of a sudden, “SURPRISE!!! HAPPY BIRTHDAY CARLA!!!”  Everyone in my class yelled. I stated with a surprised 

voice, “I thought today was Halloween? “.  Mom said ‘”No I changed your calendar to Halloween and told Mr. Javier to send 

a note home stating that there will be a Halloween Party,  but he only sent the note to you.  Its only September 10th  Carla,  

It’s your birthday.”   “Oh Yeah I forgot about my birthday, Thank you Guys.”  Then we celebrated my Birthday All day long. 

 

Author: Kayla, Room 22 

Science/Social Studies Jeopardy 
Do you want to hear about the best time I had at  Third Grade Jeopardy? 

First, I was super excited because I was the first person to answer a question on team 5! Second, it was really exciting 

to answer the tricky questions. Last, it was fun to work as a team on the last question. 

I had a great time and I am glad I signed up for Jeopardy! 

Lauren, Room 21  
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Kindergarten News 
Counting is fun! Your child can prac-

tice counting  

EVERYTHING, such as pieces of 

cereal, stairs, signs, cars, words, etc. 

After he/she is able to count by 1’s to 

100 with confidence, encourage him/

her to count by 10’s, 5’s, then skip 

count by 2’s.  Using a 100 chart to 

see number patterns is a strategy 

that will help.  Your child can always 

“count” on all GRANDVIEW staff to 

be there for our kids.  Get ready for 

the COUNT DOWN to the New Year! 

The Kindergarten Team 

First Grade Update 
The month of December brings a lot of new and exciting experiences for 

First Graders! In Readers’ Workshop, we will be starting a new literacy unit 

called "My Family and Friends".  They will be continuing to review previous-

ly taught skills, as well as focusing on: retelling a story, making text-to-self 

connections, reading and responding to poetry, introducing nouns and 

verbs, making predictions, identifying story elements (characters, set-

ting, problem, and solution), and identifying the main idea of a story.  In 

Writers’ Workshop, first graders will continue the "Opinion Writing" unit, 

where the focus will be writing "reviews" about things like objects, movies, 

restaurants, games, books, etc.  When writing a "review", they will need 

to use a catchy opening, give their opinion and support their opinion with 

convincing reasons and details, and close their writing pieces with a conclu-

sion sentence to convince their readers. In Fundations, students will finish 

up learning the concepts in Unit 5 of glued sounds -all, -am, and  -an.  Stu-

dents will then begin Unit 6 which focuses on the concept of a baseword 

and suffix with the suffix -s, plural words and story re-telling.  The students 

will also continue practicing how to use a question mark and an exclamation 

mark as part of the sentence dictation procedure.  In Mathematics, we will 

begin Chapter 5 where we will work on solving addition and subtraction 

situations using the strategy "make a model," recording related facts within 

20, identifying related addition and subtraction facts within 20, and applying 

the inverse relationship of addition and subtraction.  We will also use related 

facts to determine unknown numbers, to subtract and to choose an opera-

tion and strategy to solve word problems.  We will also be working on repre-

senting equivalent forms of numbers using sums and differences within 20, 

as well as, determine if an equation is true of false and demonstrate fluency 

in addition and subtraction facts! Lastly, in science we will continue to learn 

about Living versus Non-living things and where living things live.  In Social 

Studies will be learning about winter, Christmas, Hanukkah and Kwan-

za.  First graders will also celebrate Polar Express Day where children get 

to come to school in their pajamas and have a wonderful learning experi-

ence as they compare and contrast the author's book version versus the 

movie version!  We are looking forward to a hard-working and fun filled 

month of learning! 

The First Grade Team 

Third Grade Bulletin 

In writing, we are working on our non-fiction books. 
Ask your child what they are writing about and how 
they are organizing their books. Important non-fiction 
features we are learning to include: headings, cap-
tions, charts, bold words, glossary and index. Ask 
your child which non- fiction features they are includ-
ing in their books. 
In reader’s workshop, we are learning to find the main 
idea through the heading or pop out sentence in the 
passage. We are learning to look for who, what, 
where, when and why answers as we read.  
Fun Non-Fiction Authors:  
Gail Gibbons 
Seymour Simons 
I Survived Series… 
David Adler 
 
We are continuing our multiplication unit. We have 
been practicing the facts and other ways to remember 
them.  
Important vocabulary from this unit: 
Factor- a number used to multiply 
3 x 2 =6( 3 and 2 are factors, 6 is the product) 
Product-the answer to a multiplication problem 
Multiples-5,10,15,20,25 are all multiples of 5 
 
Suggestions: 

 Practice your multiplication facts. Help your child 
set a daily goal for how many new multiplication 
facts they will learn each day. 

 Log on to www.raz-kids.com to continue reading  
The Third Grade Team 

Second Grade Summary 
Second graders are doing amazing work! 
In Writer’s Workshop we are writing so much! We are working on researching a topic and writ-
ing powerful informational books. We are using mentor texts to help make our books bet-
ter.  We love learning amazing new facts as we research! 
In Reader’s Workshop we are growing so much knowledge from reading non-fiction texts.  We 
pay attention to details, put the parts of the text together in our minds, ask questions, and un-
derstand and use keywords. We are so smart! 
In Math we have mastered place value up to 3-digits and can add and subtract using many 
different strategies. We are now focusing on adding 2-digit numbers with and without regroup-
ing.   We problem solve daily and always use math talk, words, and pictures to explain our 
thinking. Second graders are amazing mathematicians! 
Second graders have also started learning about “Matter” in science. Matter is everything 
around us. We can name solids, liquids, and gases and even tell their properties. Science is so 
much fun! 
Second Graders always remember to show Grandview Greatness be being: 
Respectful, Responsible, and Successful! 

The Second Grade Team 

http://www.raz-kids.com
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What’s Happening at Grandview Elementary School? 

Mrs. Aiello’s Awesome All Stars 
This past month we learned about the origins of Thanksgiving.  We learned about why the Pilgrims sailed 
to this new land and what it was like to be on a ship for two months.  The students experience what tight 
spaces the Pilgrims had while traveling on the Mayflower.  We also compared and contrasted the first 
Thanksgiving with Thanksgiving now.  Our month long exploration of Thanksgiving ended with a classroom 
feast on Wednesday, November 25, 2015.  A great time was had by all.   
Happy Holiday Season from all us in Room 3. 

Ms. Friedman’s High Flyers 
With our Monarch Butterflies released and hopefully on their way to Mexico, Room 2 is getting ready for Eagle Watch 
2016!  For the 2nd year, we will be observing a Bald Eagle webcam that is located in Hillsboro, NJ.  A new camera has 
been installed on the nest tree! (The new system has some major upgrades including HD and infrared night vision).  We 
are watching for the Bald Eagles getting their nest ready and anxiously waiting to see how many eaglets will be raised 
this year.  If you would like to watch too, here is the website: 

http://dukefarms.org/en/Stewardship/WildlifeCams/eagle-cam/ 

Mrs. Malloy-Rogus’  

Masterpieces  

Room 1 is sweet this month!  We are reading 
different versions of The Gingerbread Man  and 
discussing how our five senses help us.  We are 
counting the “candy” on our gingerbread hous-
es and writing about what our gingerbread boy/
girl would do. 

 

 

PBSIS- Positive Behavior Support in Schools  

 

 

 

 

In the month of December 
we have been busy making 
great choices that show 
Grandview Greatness. Look 
at all those Gecko tickets at 
our Friday prize drawing! 
We are very excited for our 
grand prize drawing at the 
end of December. Stay 
tuned for more  
information! 

http://dukefarms.org/en/Stewardship/WildlifeCams/eagle-cam/
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What’s Happening in Digital Literacy at Grandview 

Elementary School? 

 

Kindergarten 
Kindergartners are now able to successfully log into 
their computers on his or her own without much as-
sistance required.  We continue to practice with 
these fine motor skills  using the computer mouse 
and keyboard conjointly.  Students are completing 
activities which help them locate letters on our com-
puter, reinforcing the recognition of letters 
and symbols which is being discussed with their class-
room teacher. 
We also began our unit on internet safety and cyber 
ethics.  Students are learning the correct way to prac-
tice internet safety using netsmartzkids.org.  This age
-appropriate program allows the children 
to understand how to stay safe on the 
computer.  

2nd Grade 
 

We continued to practice our logins, becom-
ing faster and more accurate.  Students are 
now able to successfully login on his or her own, with little 
assistance, and have been showing increasing improve-
ment with touch typing skills and hand placement.  I'm 
very proud of them, as should you be! 
 
In addition to our keyboarding curriculum, students were 
also introduced to computer science and coding using our 
code.org course 1.  We are beginning to login to our web-
site and practice our skills to become computer program-
mers, learning  new technology vocabulary, such as 
"algorithm" (a list of instructions). 
 
Finally, we discussed our cyber safety using the 
netsmartzkids.org curriculum.  This age-appropriate pro-
gram allows the children to understand how to stay safe 
on the computer, and the steps they can take to ensure a 
wonderful time on the internet.  In November, we talked 
about "Telling a Trusted Adult" and "Personal Infor-
mation".  

3rd Grade 
Students created a Microsoft Office Word Doc-
ument, continuing to learn about file manage-
ment and its importance for organization of 

files.  Students also learned about creating a heading on a 
page, focusing on how to create capital letters, and bring 
their text to a new line.   A story they have written with 
their Language Arts Teachers is being brought into my 
classroom to be published, as an introduction to word 
processing elements within Microsoft Word. 
 
Following this activity, students were also introduced to 
the field of computer science using the code.org curricu-
lum. We continue our study of algorithms, creating a 
"Real Life Algorithm" in which students placed the proper 
steps in order to create a paper airplane.  Small group 
centers continued so we can improve and practice our 
skills in each element of computer science we have 
learned.  Sequencing was also introduced into our 
code.org course, where students needed to amplify their 
logic/reasoning skills and incorporate some mathematics 
in order to figure out various angles and distance.  

1st grade  
We have continued our keyboard practice, and are 
getting better and more accurate at finding the 
letters through game-based keyboarding pro-
grams.  Students are continuing to enjoy computer 
science and understand more and more what it 
takes to become a good digital citizen.   
 
For Thanksgiving, we discussed our upcoming holi-
day, and created a 'tangram turkey' with an AB 
pattern tail within Paint, incorporating logic/
reasoning skills and mathematics into our curricu-
lum.  We will continue to incorporate some more 

Social Studies based themes into this pro-
gram in addition to Mathematics and Liter-
acy to ensure cross-curricular connections.  
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Behaviorist Boulevard                        Dr. Heather Blumert, Psy.D. x5757 

    Mrs. Maria Balint x5757 

In the month of December we will conclude the fall sessions of our “lunch bunch” counseling groups.  In our “Friends of Gecko” groups, 

students will continue learning ways to engage in friendly conversations.  In addition, activities will focus on body awareness, facial expres-

sions, developing friendships, and peer conflict resolution.  In our “Stop, Think, and Choose” groups, continual practice of impulse control 

and anger management techniques will occur.  Next, in our “Gecko’s Greatest” group, students will focus on boosting their self-esteem, 

increasing their confidence, and positive self-talk.  Finally, in our “Family Changes” group, students will continue learning ways to recognize 

their feelings, emotions, and behavior as it is related to changes that have taken place in their family.   

Students have done a wonderful job participating thus far in our counseling groups.  A second session of “lunch bunch” groups will take 

place in the Spring of 2016.  Please feel free to contact Dr. Blumert or Mrs. Balint if you have any questions or would like to refer your child.  

Have a great holiday season! 

Health Tips               Margaret Fryer, RN, MSN, CSN x5737 
In every school there may be children who have allergies to food, latex, insect bites, medications, or other unknown causes. Some allergic reactions may 

occur due to ingestion of food, odors from foods, touching food.  Foods that most often cause an allergic reactions: peanuts, tree nuts, wheat, soy, milk, 

eggs, fish, shellfish. Other less common foods can also cause allergic reactions. Reactions can range from mild to deadly. Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic 

reaction that is rapid in onset and may cause death. Treatment for an anaphylaxis is the administration of epinephrine.  

Tips for dealing with a child/student who have a food allergy; 

1.Make the teacher and nurse aware  your child has food allergies 

2.Keep the teacher and nurse updated on any changes in your child’s food allergies.  

3.The parent should provide the school with an anaphylaxis plan from their doctor along with      epinephrine pen and emergency numbers.  The school 

nurse has the needed  paperwork for the parent and doctor to fill out. This food allergy form needs to be renewed each year.  

4.Know how to use the epinephrine in the event of an anaphylaxis.  

5.Fill out each year the Sodexho food allergy form so it can be entered in the computer. 

6.If your child is ordering food through school food services, review the menu with your child at home and come up with some suggestions of which food 

to choose.  

7.Provide from home a few store bought safe snacks and drinks in a labeled gallon bag for the classroom teacher to have in the classroom in the event of a 

surprise celebration in class, This way your child does not have to feel left out and can have something special to eat. The food can be replenished as need-

ed. 

8.Reinforce with your child that they can only eat food that does not contain ingredients they are allergic to .  At school the ingredient list is reviewed by 

the teacher,  

9.Students with food allergies cannot eat  home made goods brought into school  since an ingredient label is not provided. 

10.Family and class rule should be no sharing of food without food being reviewed and approved by an adult.   

11.Remember to also check the labels are drinks to see if they contain any of the child’s allergens,. 

12.Food ingredients often are changed by manufacturer so ingredient labels should be reviewed each time, The same food in different size bag or quantity 

may vary in ingredients. The top 8 ingredients are labeled at bottom of food in bold letters if  they are in the food. ( this may not include the decorations on 

cake or icing so that would have to be reviewed  separately. 

13. Minimize the use of food and drinks for class parties and celebrations.  Alternative Suggestions:  sending in your child’s favorite book to be read, Class-

mates can sign the book, Simple crafts  or homemade cards for classmates to sign are another way to celebrate birthdays in school  

Lets keep our children safe at school and home by following the above suggestions 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 
3rd Grade 

S.T.E.M/

Robotics Night– 

6:30pm 

4 
Father  

Daughter Dance

– 7:00pm 

5 

6 7 
Teddy Bear Pro-

gram for Kinder-

garten  

8 9 10 
3rd Grade 

S.T.E.M/

Robotics Night– 

6:30pm 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
2nd & 3rd —PHS 

Chamber Orches-

tra—9:30am  

19 

20 21 
Pajama Day 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

December 2015 

Holiday Shop 

Winter Break  

Winter Break  


